CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
Faculty of Engineering an Computer Science 


Minutes of Meeting 90-2 
of the 


Engineering and Computer Science Faculty Council 


held 


Friday, April 20, 1990 


Present: Professors M.N.S. Swamy, (Chair); R.B. Bhat, E.J. Doedel, T. 
Fancott, P.P.Fazio, D.Feldman, F.D. Hamblin, A.M. Hanna, H.F. 
Li, H.J. McQueen, O. Moselhi, O.A. Pekau, R.V. Patel, T. 
Stathopoulos, P.D. Ziogas; R. Sheinin (VR Academic), T. Swift 
(Registrar's Rep.), Mrs. Z. Jirkovsky (Library); George 
Niezgoda (ECSGA), Claude-Marie Lafforgue (ECSGAj;: P.M. 
Bourassa (Secretary). 


Absent with apology: Professors T.D. Bui, A. Elhakeem, P. Grogono, 


Visitors: Dr. J. Drysdale, Dr. T.S. Sankar, Dr. A. Ramamurthy 


1. Adoption of Agenda 
Motion Dr Swamy welcomed Dr. Sheinin to the meeting. He 


90-2-1 suggested that items 5 and 4 of the published agenda be 
moved to the 2nd and 3rd place respectively, to be 
followed by items 2 and 3 in 4th and 5th place. Subject to 
this modification, the agenda was unanimously approved. 


2. Proposed program: M.Eng. in Aeronautics and space. 


Dr. Sankar introduced Document ECFC 90-2-1 which describes 
the proposed new program. He said that the leadership for this 
program was taken by the aerospace industry which feels the need for 
well-trained engineers with a strong background in that field. 


The industry commitments will include Industrial Case Studies, 
to be conducted by industry under the control of universities, as well 
as supervised training periods in industry (stages) where the student 
will receive a normal salary. 


The industrial partners indicated that there will be 34 or 35 
openings for "stages" this year. At this time, the number of students 
will be limited to the number of "stage" openings available. Industry 
may also contribute some specialists to teach specific courses when 
required. There are also negotiations underway to establish junior 
Chairs in Aerospace at McGill and Concordia universities, in addition 
to the Chair already granted to Ecole Polytechnique . 


All three universities require a minimum of B average for 
admission into the program. Dr. Sankar is sending a letter and a copy 
of the joint brochure to all engineering students graduating this year 
from Concordia. Contacts are also expected to be made with students 
from universities which are not very distant from the Montreal area 
such as Laval, Sherbrooke, Carleton and Queen's. 


There were some suggestions made for a slightly different title 
but since none of the suggested titles rallied a consensus, it was 
agreed that the present title would be reviewed in the light of remarks 
and suggestions made at this meeting, and the matter will be 
discussed again when the program comes back to Faculty Council for 
final approval. 


Dr. Swamy thanked Dr. Sankar for his work in getting this 
project underway with Concordia participation. 


Dr. Sheinin said that she was present at one of the university - 
industry meetings and was particularly impressed by the large turnout 
of students (about 250) and by the fact that participating industrial 
firms were generally represented by their Chief Executive Officer. 


Motion After further discussion, the question was called and 
90-2-2 the motion that the program be adopted received 
unanimous approval. 


3. Annual Giving Campaign 


Dr. Swamy welcomed Dr. J. Drysdale, Co-Chair, Faculty and Staff 
Appeal, Annual Giving, and Chair of the Sociology and Anthropology 
Department. 


Dr. Drysdale said that last year, there was a 22% participation 
rate in the category of Faculty and Staff. The target this year is to raise 
this percentage. He expressed his hope that Council members would 
carry his message to their colleagues. He also answered questions 
from Council members and provided additional information. He also 
said that if someone finds that the card mailed to Faculty and Staff 
does not provide sufficient flexibility, the giver's wishes may be stated 
in a memorandum addressed to Annual Giving. Contributors may rest 


assured that their instructions relating to the application of their gift 
will be respected. 


4. 
Motion 
90-2-3 


5. 


Adoption of Minutes of Meeting 90-1 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to approve the 
minutes of Meeting 90-1. 


Chairman's Remarks 


Dr. Swamy said a few words about the work of the Priorities and 
Planning Committee and passed to the next item on the Agenda. 


6. 
a) 


Motion 
90-2-4 


b) 


Motion 
90-2-5 


Motion 
90-2-6 


Slot Course Offerings 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 


The course on "Advanced Topics in Broadband Optical 
Communication" (p.1 of the ECFC 90-2-2) was unanimously 
approved. 


The course on "Neural Networks" was approved last year 
and it was agreed that no formal approval would be 
required to offer it again this year. 


Computer Science 


The course on " Logic Programming and Deductive 
Databases" (p.1 of Doc ECFC 90-2-3) was approved by a 
unanimous vote. 


In considering the course on "Methods in Bifurcation 
Theory" (p.2) it was agreed that the words "familiarity with 
elementary differential equations (Math 271 or 
equivalent)" should be deleted from the prerequisites. 


Subject to this amendment, the motion proposing the 
approval of this course was adopted unanimously. 


In discussing the course on "Numerical Analysis of 
Nonlinear Problems" (p.3), it was agreed that the title 
should be changed to "Numerical Analysis of Bifurcation 
Problems", that the words "or consent of instructor” 
should be deleted from the prerequisite requirements and 
that the prerequisite course, Methods in Bifurcation 
Theory, be identified by its name rather than by its slot 
course number. 


Motion Subject to these changes, the motion proposing the 
90-2-7 approval of this course was adopted unanimously. 


The course in "Robot Vision" was approved last year; 
therefore, no formal vote was taken for its approval. 
However, it was agreed that the words "or permission of 
instructor" should be deleted from the prerequisite 
requirements. 


7. Appointment of Tenure Elections Committee 


Professors O. Moselhi, A Hanna and G.H. Vatistas were elected by 
acclamation as the three members of the Tenure Elections Committee 
for a term extending from June 1, 1990 to May 31, 1991. Dr. Moselhi 
was elected Chair of the Committee. 


Motion Council also unanimously adopted a motion proposing 
90-2-8 that the Tenure Elections Committee also oversee all other 
elections within the Faculty. 


8. Other Business 


Copies of a memorandum and attachment on the subject of 
forming an Ad Hoc Committee on Degree Nomenclature were 
distributed . It was agreed that the Faculty's representative would be 
elected by all full-time faculty members, that a notice to that effect and 
a nomination form would be issued at the same time as other 
documentation for Faculty - wide elections. 


9. Adjournment 
Motion Council adopted a motion to adjourn. 


90-2-9 


